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Japanese Friendship Garden 

"Ro Ho En"

In Japanese, Ro Ho En roughly translates into 'Good News Garden', and

when you arrive at the tranquil park hidden behind the Irish Cultural

Center, you will see, hear and feel the good news. Along the peaceful

strolling trail, the garden has more than 50 different plant varieties

surrounded by streams and Koi ponds. Throughout the year, the garden

hosts local events like the Tea Ceremony held every third Saturday of the

month or Matsuri Festival in late February. The garden also welcomes

volunteers looking to contribute towards the welfare of the environment

and learn more about developing their green thumb.

 +1 602 256 3204  www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org

/

 1125 North 3rd Avenue, Phoenix AZ

 by YisongYue   

South Mountain Park 

"Through the largest city park"

Drive through one of largest parks in the United States that covers a

staggering 16,500 acres (6677.3131 hectares). With many lookout points,

South Mountain Park, offers fantastic views of Phoenix and the

surrounding valley. Summit Lookout is at 2,330 feet (710.18 meters) and

highlights the enormity of this sprawling desert area. For visitors, the

Interpretive Center takes you through the heritage of the area including

mining and botanical history. If you prefer an experience out of the car,

hike by the marked trails and study the preserved petroglyphs. Carry

lunch and enjoy the park's picnic areas with kids in tow. Remember your

sunscreen, hat and drinking water when visiting Arizona's best park.

 +1 602 262 7393  phoenix.gov/parks/trails/lo

cations/south/index.html

 elizabeth.smith@phoenix.g

ov

 10919 South Central Avenue,

Phoenix AZ

 by snowpeak   

Papago Park 

"Trekking through the Park"

If you are in Phoenix and enjoy going on easy treks, then Papago Park is

the place for you. With its sandstone buttes, marked paths and slight

elevation, it is perfect for family hiking trips and there are plenty of easy

mountain bike paths. The most notable attraction of the park is the hole in

the rock formation, which formed over thousands of years most likely from

water erosion. For the more adventurous, visitors can climb the face of the

rock for an unparalleled view of Phoenix. Additionally, the park is right

next to famous attractions such as the Desert Botanical Garden and

Phoenix Zoo.

 +1 602 256 3220  www.visitphoenix.com/things-to-

do/40355/papago-park/details.aspx

 625 North Galvin Parkway, Phoenix AZ
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Piestewa Peak 

"Work Hard for the View"

Centrally located, Piestewa Peak is a part of the Phoenix Mountains. There

are over a dozen trails which one can hike and enjoy a panoramic view of

the Sonora Desert. For those who wish to simply observe nature, the park

affords that opportunity as well. Covered areas in a well-maintained picnic

area allow visitors to observe the local wildlife and plants. Remember your

sunscreen, hat, and plenty of water when visiting the park.

 +1 602 254 6500  2800 East Squaw Peak Lane, Phoenix AZ

 by IndyAgent   

Desert Botanical Garden 

"East Phoenix Delight"

The Desert Botanical Garden began in the 1930's with the goal of

preserving the area's pristine desert environment. Today, the garden

helps save endangered plants, with the focus still on native flora and

special emphasis on succulents. The cactus collection is world-renowned

and between the months of March through May, the seasonal blooms are

spectacular. The garden hosts numerous events throughout the year,

some of which include the popular 'Butterfly Habitat' during the spring

and the 'Luminarias' during the holiday season. If you come during the

summer months, don't forget your hat and sunscreen!

 +1 480 941 1225  www.dbg.org  administration@dbg.org  1201 North Galvin Parkway,

Phoenix AZ

 by Scot Rumery   

Echo Canyon Trail and Recreation

Area 

"Camelback Climbing Challenge"

Experienced hikers will appreciate the beauty of this hike in Papago Park.

Located on Camelback Mountain, at 2700 feet, it is the highest point in

Phoenix. This popular trail is well maintained and offers a close-up view of

the desert. This trail runs just over one mile and offers several areas of

challenge. For those inclined to a less arduous path, try the one-mile hike

at nearby Squaw Peak.

 +1 866 275 5816  5886 North Echo Canyon Parkway, Phoenix AZ

 by J. Miers - User: (WT-

shared) Jtesla16 atwts

wikivoyage   

Camelback Mountain 

"Rocky Desert Beauty"

Located near the heart of Scottsdale, the Camelback Mountain watches

over Phoenix, Arizona's sweeping semi-arid plains from a spectacular

elevation of nearly 1,400 feet (426.72 meters). The mountain gets its

name from the resemblance it bears to the unmistakable shape of a

camel's hump. The north trailhead offers views of red cliffs rising 200 feet

(61 meters) in some areas, beckoning rock climbers with its challenges.

Antelope squirrels, lizards, and snakes are the landscape's most widely-

spread inhabitants. The Praying Monk red sandstone formation is

arguably the site's most noticeable sight.

 +1 602 261 8318  www.phoenix.gov/parks/trails/locati

ons/camelback-mountain

 5700 North Echo Canyon Parkway,

Phoenix AZ
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Phoenix Mountain Preserve 

"Slice of Wilderness Amid the City"

Amidst the buzzing cityscape of Phoenix lies a serene retreat that is

known as the Phoenix Mountain Preserve. From soaring peaks to plunging

valleys, the park displays a varied topography with multiple trails cutting

through. Amidst a craggy landscape of steep ascents and rugged terrain,

a generous population of succulent plants are scattered throughout, with

a few flowering shrubs, typical of the desert climes reign here. Most of its

area is accessible to civilians and is hence a common choice for family

picnics and hikes. A few of the most prominent parks enclosed by the

preserve are the Piestewa Peak Recreation Area, the Camelback Mountain

Park and the Lookout Mountain Preserve. Although surrounded by the

city, the Phoenix Mountain Preserve is a slice of wilderness that evokes a

sense of isolation that is a welcome reprieve from the bustling city.

 +1 602 943 2656  www.visitphoenix.com/things-to-do/

40359/phoenix-mountain-

preserve/details.aspx

 1431 East Dunlap Avenue, Phoenix AZ

 by Grand Canyon National

Park   

Open Road Tours 

"Tour Ancient Ruins Or Attractions"

Strike out on a personalized adventure touring exciting places around

Arizona with this touring company providing pickup and return service

from most hotels. Diverse packages to destinations such as Monument

Valley or Montezuma's Castle are highly popular. Tours are priced from

$32. Limited disabled access is available and advance notice is

recommended. Convention services are also offered to groups that

include team building, dining events and corporate retreats. Please call for

further information.

 +1 602 997 6474  openroadtoursusa.com/to

urs/phoenixscottsdaletemp

e-az

 tours@openroadtours.com  522 East Dunlap Avenue,

Phoenix AZ

Rainbow Ryders Inc. 

"Champagne Balloon Flights"

Having been around for nearly three decades, Rainbow Ryders Inc. is one

of Southwest's foremost hot air balloon company. Experience the scenic

vistas of Scottsdale and Phoenix from a breathtaking view-point and you

can also bring someone special along. At the end of each ride, receive the

company's first flight certificate to commemorate your flight. Offering year-

round sunrise flights, depending upon the weather, and sunset flights

during winter, this panoramic adventure is a perfect addition to any

itinerary.

 +1 480 299 0154  www.rainbowryders.com/  phxflights@rainbowryders.

com

 1725 West Williams Drive,

Suite 39, Phoenix AZ
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