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Cologne Cathedral 

"An Impressive Landmark"

Described by UNESCO as a masterpiece of Gothic architecture, the

Cologne Cathedral or the Kölner Dom is an awe-inspiring world heritage

site. The construction of this Gothic cathedral started in 1248 and took

632 years, and when it was finally completed in 1880 it was one of the

world's tallest buildings. The Dom stands an imposing 157 meters (505

feet) high and while climbing one of the towers may be quite an endeavor,

the view from the top is definitely worth the effort. There is no cost to

enter the cathedral, but there is a fee to visit the Treasure Chamber or

climb the tower. The Cologne Cathedral is a well-known historic landmark

that can't be missed.

 +49 221 1794 0555  www.koelner-dom.de/  pfarrbuero@dompfarramt-

koeln.de

 Domkloster 4, Cologne

 by Hpschaefer www.reserv-

art.de   

Hahnentorburg 

"Medieval City Gatehouse"

The Hahnentorburg on Rudolfplatz is one of the three medieval

gatehouses which remain standing from the city's medieval fortifications.

This western gate, along with its two towers, was built in the early 13th-

Century and was used as an entrance for royal visitors who came to the

city to pay homage to the Cologne Cathedral's Shrine of the Three Kings.

The Hahnentorburg was damaged during World War II but it was restored

to its former glory and is now an impressive city landmark. Visitors can

pass through this historic gateway while admiring this medieval treasure's

intriguing architecture.

 Rudolfplatz, Cologne

 by CEphoto, Uwe Aranas   

Imhoff Chocolate Museum 

"Rich Indulgence"

Located in an impressive building, Imhoff Chocolate Museum is a fantastic

museum where visitors can learn about the history of chocolate mainly

from the time of ancient Maya and Aztec cultures. Visitors are taken

through the history of cocoa beans from various countries, the crushing

and processing of the beans and finally the main product. Visitors also get

to sample these sweet treats which are simply tasty and delightful. There

is a grand cafe and a lovely chocolate shop from where visitors can savor

on various chocolate delights and even purchase some.

 +49 221 931 8880  www.schokoladenmuseu

m.de/en/

 service@schokoladenmuse

um.de

 Am Schokoladenmuseum 1A,

Köln
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 by Neulich im Roxy Kino   

Schloss Wahn 

"Historical Property"

On the south-eastern border of Cologne lies the Schloss Wahn, a stunning

structure that was originally designed as a moated castle in the 14th-

Century and featured a residential tower and gatehouse. In the mid-18th-

Century, the family who owned the castle expanded the property, turning

it into a moated palace. In 1820, the property was bought by Baron von

Eltz-Rübenach and his family who still own the property to this very day.

Sadly, the castle was badly damaged during World War II, as so many

historic structures were. After the war, renovations were undertaken and

today the property is used as a restored manor house that houses the

Theaterwissenschaftliche Sammlung of Cologne University.

 +49 2203 98 0080  www.schloss-wahn.de/  tws-bibliothek@uni-

koeln.de

 Burgallee 2, Cologne

 by Tohma   

Burg Wissem 

"Beautiful Castle"

Built in the 15th-Century by Rembold of Plettenberg, the Burg Wissem is a

grandiose structure that stands in the town of Troisdorf. While it suffered

damage in World War II, the structure has been renovated and looks as

beautiful today as it did when it was built in 1435. The main halls and

rooms of the castle has now been converted into an illustrations museum

that showcases different drawings of landmarks located across the city.

One half of the building is also dedicated to a research association that

deals in recognizing and preserving historical monuments. Visitors can

also explore some of the smaller buildings that still house original

furnishings and beautiful period-piece decorations.

 +49 2241 90 0456 (Tourist

Information)

 www.troisdorf.de/bilderbu

chmuseum/

 Museum@troisdorf.de  Burgallee 3, Troisdorf

 by Beckstet   

Michaelsberg Abbey 

"Seiburg's Iconic Monastery"

Situated on the Michaelsberg and overlooking the town of Siegburg, is the

Michaelsberg Abbey. It was previously known as the Benedictine

monastery belonging to the Subiaco Congregation. Founded in 1064 by

Archbishop Anno II, the abbey caught fire in the 18th Century and later

rebuilt to the current baroque building complex. Over the years it was

used as an army barrack, a mental hospital and as a prison. In 1914, the

abbey again fell under the care of the Benedictine convent during World

War II. In 2010, the community voted for the termination of the abbey due

to its declining financial situation. Today the abbey is open to public

visitations and can be explored on a guided tour.

 +49 2241 94 2940  www.abtei-

michaelsberg.de/start.html

 Bergstraße 26, Siegburg

 by Phantom3Pix   

Schloss Drachenburg 

"A Castle From A Fairytale"

Set atop a hill and overlooking a river valley below, the 19th-century

Schloss Drachenburg of Königswinter seems right out of a Grimm

brothers' fairy tale. Constructed for a wealthy German broker who never

managed to live there, the castle today is a popular tourist attraction with

its stunning architecture, beautifully landscaped parks, breathtaking views

and magnificently designed interiors. Ceilings adorned with hand-painted

frescoes, luxurious furniture and four-poster beds fit for princesses

decorate the interiors, helping visitors to imagine they have stepped into a

fairytale. Visitors can explore the castle on their own or take a guided tour

to learn a bit more about the history of the place. Open throughout the

spring, summer, and fall months to visitors, the castle is also available to
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rent for private events.

 +49 2223 90 1970  www.schloss-

drachenburg.de/

 mail@schloss-

drachenburg.de

 Drachenfelsstrasse 118,

Konigswinter

 by Dr. Eugen Lehle   

Peace Museum - Bridge at

Remagen 

"Site of a Miracle"

The remains of this railroad bridge are home to a museum dedicated to its

construction and history. The bridge, which was built during World War I

to bring soldiers and material to the Western Front, was one of the last

bridges over the Rhine to be captured by Allied forces during World War II

in a battle known as The Miracle of Remagen. The top floors of the

remaining towers contain the museum, which, in addition to screening a

documentary, contains historical exhibits of war ephemera with

photography, full-size bombs, and a field telephone.

 +49 2642 2 0159  www.bruecke-

remagen.de/index_en.htm

 Rheinpromenade 11, An der Alten

Rheinbrücke, Remagen

 by Rainer Lippert   

Andernach Geyser 

"World's Tallest Cold Water Geyser"

Shooting foamy jets of cold water in the air at height of 196.85 feet (60

meters), the Andernach Geyser is the world's highest cold water geyser.

Along the banks of River Rhine, the spectacular landscapes of Namedy

Peninsula encompass the geyser with the verdure of dense trees and

grasslands. The geyser is fed by a 1149 feet (350 meter) deep aquifer

which was dug with a purpose of extracting carbon dioxide for mineral

water. Today, the location of the geyser and its environs have become a

major tourist attraction, called the Andernach Geyser Adventure Center. A

ferry ride through the river is a favored activity and the best way to

explore the scenic landscapes of the Rhine. A tourist information center

allows visitors to get detailed information about the geyser. A sight to

behold, the high rising water jet is a unique phenomenon to witness.

 +49 2632 958 0080  www.geysir-

andernach.de/

 info@geysir-andernach.de  Konrad-Adenauer-Allee 40,

Andernach

 by Fritz Geller-Grimm   

Ehrenbreitstein Fortress 

"Fortress on a Mountain"

The Ehrenbreitstein Fortress sits atop a mountain with the same name.

The fortress was built on the mountain top between the years of 1817 and

1828 by Prussian forces, though another fortress had stood on this same

spot until 1801 when it was destroyed by the French. Of course, early

people had also seen the benefits of building on top of the impressive

Ehrenbreitstein mountain; some archaeologists believe that structures

may have been built on this same site as early as the 9th-Century BC. The

fortress that visitors can see today was never attacked while the Prussian

military owned it. It was, however, occupied by U.S. troops during the

Occupation of the Rhineland. Having escaped destruction in World War II,

the fortress served as a variety of establishments before being made into

a museum in 1956. Visitors can take a cable car up to the fortress where

they can wander around the grounds and explore the many rooms on

docent-led tours.

 +49 261 6675 4000  www.diefestungehrenbrei

tstein.de/

 info@gdke.rlp.de  Felsenweg, Koblenz
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 by Norbert Nagel   

Limburg Cathedral 

"Roman Catholic Faith"

A popular landmark, Limburg Cathedral is a Roman Catholic cathedral

dedicated to Saint George. Also referred to as Georgsdom, the church was

built on 'Limburger Rock' in 910 for King Louis the Child. However, this

10th-Century structure has mostly vanished, with only a few remains

having been found under the nave of the cathedral that stands today. The

present Romanesque building is thought to have been constructed during

the early 12th or 13th Century, though the actual date of construction is

unknown. Archaeologists do know, however, that the church was

consecrated by the archbishop of Trier, Theoderich von Wied, in 1235. The

church building features imposing twin-tower facades and seven striking

spires. The interiors are decorated with spectacular Evangelist rosette,

pointed arches, archivolts, glass windows and blind arches. Guided tours

of the cathedral are available for visitors so long as they schedule the tour

ahead of time, as tourists are not allowed to simply wander into the

church.

 +49 6431 2950  www.dom.bistumlimburg.

de/

 info@bistumlimburg.de  Domplatz, Limburg an der

Lahn

 by swamp dragon   

Runkel Castle 

"Ancient Defense Structure"

Runkel Castle is a stupendous fortress situated in the very heart of the

renowned city of Runkel in Germany. This fortress is one of the most

popular haunts for tourists and locals alike. Overlooking the glistening

blue waters of the Lahn river, this age-old beauty is a solitary structure

dominating the viridescent Lahn river valley. The castle was constructed

in the 12th-Century and has been owned by numerous aristocrats and

families of power since its inception. At present, a chapel, museum, and

offices are housed within its premises. The site still serves as a residence

for Metfried, Prince of Wied, and his family. This site is definitely a must-

visit for anyone who loves history or who wants to feel like they've

stepped into a fairytale.

 +49 6482 94 1472  www.burg-runkel.de/  info@burg-runkel.de  Schloßplatz 2, Runkel

 by Karsten11   

Burg Eppstein 

"Exploring the Ruins"

Burg Eppstein is a ruined castle that was built on a protruding rock

sometime during the 10th-Century. The atmospheric castle ruins are open

to the public and house a museum that showcases the defense strategies,

royal lifestyle and politics in the region between the 13th and 15th

Centuries. Protected by a moat, this spooky and majestic castle is

surrounded by rolling hills that offer visitors a glimpse of breathtaking

natural beauty. Children and adults alike enjoy exploring the partially

damaged towers and passages within the ruins. Head here if you want a

combination of nature, adventure and history in your visit.

 +49 6198 3050 (Tourist Information)  www.eppstein.de/staticsite/staticsit

e.php?menuid=98

 Rossertstrasse, Eppstein

 by Ziko van Dijk   

Fürstenpalais Thurn und Taxis 

"Former Royal Palace"

The Fürstenpalais, the former residence of the royal family, used to lie just

a few yards away from the Hauptwache, the main police station. Yet only

the entrance to the residence can be seen today; the rest of the

magnificent palace was destroyed in World War II. The 1741 baroque

palace the most extravagant in the region, it originally served as the

residence of the royal family, but the family left town in 1748 and the

palace was turned into a home for royal guests. Between 1816 and 1848,
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the German parliament met here. Afterwards, the palace became the

headquarters of the German Post Office. Completely destroyed during the

War, apart from the front entrance, the Post Office Tower was built on the

site of the original palace in 1955. Visitors to the area can still walk by the

front entrance to the palace and marvel at its splendor while imagining

how beautiful the whole palace must have looked.

 +49 69 2123 8800 (Tourist

Information)

 altfrankfurt.com/NeueStad

t/GrEschenheimerStr/Thur

nundTaxis/

 info@infofrankfurt.de  Große Eschenheimer Strasse

12, Frankfurt am Main

 by Thomas Wolf (Der Wolf im

Wald)   

Römer (City Hall) 

"Frankfurt's Magnificent City Hall"

Frankfurt Town Hall, as it stands today, is made up of a melee of different

buildings. The first buildings to be constructed here were the Zum Römer

House and the next-door guest-house, Goldener Schwan in 1405. At the

beginning of the 20th Century, two building complexes (north and south)

were erected next to Paulsplatz and were joined by a bridge. Designed in

a Renaissance and Baroque architectural style, these buildings fit in well

with the earlier buildings. They are decorated with reliefs depicting local

events, such as the harvesting of cider apples. One particular draw is the

exquisitely decorated Kaisersaal (Emperor's Hall) in the Rathaus (city hall).

The Rathaus is the seat of the Lord Mayor of Frankfurt.

 +49 69 2 1201  www.frankfurt.de  Römerberg 23, Frankfurt am Main

 by Michal Ritter   

St. Bartholomew's Cathedral 

"A Beautiful Imperial Cathedral"

Rising majestically near Main River, the Imperial Cathedral of Saint

Bartholomew is one of the most historically rich monuments in the city. Its

russet Gothic style facade has become a part of Frankfurt's spectacular

skyline. With its origins dating back to 7th Century BCE, the church is

steeped in royal chapters of Roman history. The cathedral is renowned for

being a coronation church for Roman emperors from the years 1562 to

1792. Withstanding ravages of Second World War, the church was rebuilt

in 1970s. Housing several relics and prized possessions, the sculpture by

Hans Backoffen depicting a scene of Christ's crucifixion is a masterpiece

belonging to early Renaissance. While its status as an imperial church

declined after Roman Empire's fall, it became a beacon of national

integrity after 19th Century.

 +49 69 297 0320  www.dom-frankfurt.de/  pfarrbuero@dom-

frankfurt.de

 Domplatz 1, Frankfurt am

Main
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